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Existence and Imagination: a History in Quanzhou’s Yuan-Dynasty
Epigraphs about Maritime Activities

Chen Lihua, Quanzhou Maritime Museum,Fujian Province

Abstract: The abundant historical data and relics indicate that Quanzhou is not only
the largest trading port in the Yuan Dynasty but also an important entry/exit port for foreign
envoys. The gravestone of “Ambassador Hormuz” found in 1953 is undoubtedly the significant
cultural relic data cited by all the scholars studying Quanzhou’s Yuan-Dynasty history. Decades
later, the discovery of another two gravestones, “Epigraph of Sheng Roushan” and “Epigraph
of Xu Jingshan”, once again provided the precious research resources. It is noteworthy that
Sheng Roushan and Xu Jingshan had very close relations with Yiheimishi (*Yighmis), the
famous Uygur navigator of the Yuan Dynasty. The former is his wife while the latter is an
official he gave guidance and help to and promoted. It was in the same year of 1304 (the eighth
year of Dade) that Xu Jingshan served as an envoy abroad when Yang Shu escorted envoys
from Ilkhanate back to their country. Considering the special status of Quanzhou as well as
Yiheimishi’s power and influence in the overseas affairs, we can infer from such coincidence
that Xu Jingshan and Yang Shu were sent on the same mission.

Key Words: Quanzhou Harbor; epigraph, Hormuz; Yiheimishi; Xu Jingshan; Yang Shu
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Discussion on A Diplomatic Envoy Sent to Japan led by Wang Jiwong
Based on the Stele of Wang Family

Yu Lei, Nanjing University

Abstract: When actively preparing the third expedition to conquer Japan, after two failed
attempts, Kubilai Khan sent Wang Jiwong, a Fujan local person, to Japan as a diplomatic
envoy. There were two reasons for chosen him. Firstly, Wang’s unsuccessful political career
pressed him to seek opportunities to make contributions to the new dynasty. Secondly, Kubilai
Khan highly regarded Wang’s active attitude and the information he collected during his
career in Siming, Hangzhou and Fuzhou. For the process of the visit, the Shanhu Munan, a
largely unnoticed primary source, provides some new information about the trip, including
Wang’s sojourn in Hepu. As for the historical evaluation of Wang from his surrender to the
Yuan and his diplomatic visit to Japan, contemporary literati generally had a tolerant attitude.
But during the Ming-Qing period when the Neo-Confucian doctrines were entrenched and
new conflict arose in the North with the Mongols and the South with Japanese pirates, literati
overwhelmingly criticized Wang from the moral perspective.

Key Words: the Stele of Wang Family; Wang Jiwong; Envoy to Japan; Surrendered
Minister
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